
 

 

  

On November 24, 2011,  

124 programs participated in  

BC Society of Transition Houses’  

3rd annual 24 Hour Census of  

Violence Against Women’s Services in BC.  

The following are some highlights of  

one day in programs for women and their children 

who have experienced violence across BC. 
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In Just One Day 
 

1110 women, youth and children were helped in-person 

“This place has saved my life, my soul – I am forever grateful.” – Woman in Transition 

House program 

“Thanks for listening. No one else really understands what it is like for me.” – Youth in 

CWWA program 

 

741 people were safely sheltered and supported by  

    Transition House, Safe Home and Second Stage programs  

“[Our] program offers a safe way to garner information and support while at the 

same time providing a reprieve (albeit temporary) from the abuse. … often it is these 

moments free from abuse that enable women to view their situation in a more 

pragmatic way and make some pretty amazing and resourceful decisions.”  – Safe 

Home advocate 

 

369 youth and children exposed to the abuse of their mothers were 

    supported in Children Who Witness Abuse programs 

“One child is now focusing on herself more than on pleasing other people. She [has a] 

growing sense that she matters as an individual. I feel privileged to witness a child 

growing, taking new risks and letting go of the criticism and control she experienced 

from the abuser. She is blossoming.”  – CWWA advocate 

Top services provided during the 24 hour period were: 

 Individual support/counseling 

 Administration 

 Advocacy 

 Group support 

 

 

1461 calls, emails and texts were answered 

Violence Against Women advocates answered an average of 1 phone call, text or email 

per minute! 

“This work is so important! We never turn anyone away, an do something to help 

everyone that calls!”  – Safe Home advocate 

 



 
305 people were educated about violence against women and 
    the impacts on women, children and communities 

“In our program many children are reached through the VIP program… Many parents 

are reluctant to identify their children as having witnessed abuse in the home, so by 

offering the program to a lass of student, these unidentified children received support 

for resolving conflicts peacefully and managing anger in a productive way.” – CWWA 

advocate 

 

658 women, youth and children who needed support did not get it 

These people were either turned away from, or remained on waiting lists for, these 

essential services. 

61% of people waiting for support were under the age of 18. 

“We spend hours and valuable hours fundraising… just to keep our doors open! We 

use crappy discarded cell phones, hand me down computers that conk out all the time, 

the cheapest internet providers that can never help us when we need it. We share 

office space with other coordinators and have no privacy for drop in clients. As the 

coordinator, I get 7 hours a week to run the program, and could do 21, easily.” – Safe 

Home advocate 

Most programs said that current funding levels are limiting staffing hours, leading to 

long waitlists for programs that are meant to provide immediate/emergency support.  

Services requested most often that programs were unable to provide include: 
 specialized and long-term supports/counseling and housing 

 immediate/quicker access to supports 

 childcare 

 transportation/bus tickets to and from services 

 financial assistance, food or other essential items 

 

“Reducing, and hopefully eliminating, domestic violence is our goal. With the right 

financial support, we can create safer communities and ensure that every child is able 

to receive the counseling and support that will enable him/her to live a healthy, 

productive and peaceful life.” – CWWA program advocate 


